How to Protect Trees – A Guide to Tree Protection Orders
Trees have a vital role in safeguarding the climate and wildlife. Besides their value to the natural world, there are countless other ways in which trees improve the wellbeing of people and planet.  Restoring forests and growing more trees clearly has to be a priority. Countries in the EU average 35% woodland cover, but the UK has just 13%.  Finding the land to double tree cover is an urgent challenge, and so is choosing the right species.

But we also need to protect any existing trees that we have.  Trees are under constant threat from the pressures of development. 

 I want to protect local trees. What can I do? 
Think about your local area and the tree or group of trees that matter to your neighbourhood.  It's better to secure protection while trees are healthy and under no threat of removal, and you can do this with a Tree Preservation Order. 
What is a Tree Preservation Order?
A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is a legal tool to prevent harm being done to trees. It makes it a criminal offence to cut down, top, lop, uproot, wilfully damage or wilfully destroy protected trees without prior written consent from your local authority. It also creates a duty to replant a tree removed without consent.  While the aim of a TPO is to protect the amenity value which a tree offers, there are clear environmental benefits too, so it's a useful tool for protecting your local environment. 
Can it protect my local trees? 
TPOs protect all types of tree – including specific trees, groups of trees, areas or woodlands. This includes privately-owned trees if they provide public amenity benefits.  TPOs can be suitable for general preservation of trees, but also in emergency cases, such as when new developments pose a threat. 

Who can request a Tree Preservation Order? 
You or anyone else can. If granted, it can have an immediate provisional effect.  
Why are Tree Preservation Orders important? 
When making a TPO application it's important to stress to the council both a tree's visual amenity value and any documented records of wildlife it supports. And remember, you don’t have to own the land where the tree is situated.

Once in place, a TPO allows a council to prosecute people who ignore these protection orders.  TPOs can also influence planning decisions. Any proposed development would have to consider trees with TPOs as part of the project works, which ensures the public are fully aware of any threats to trees as part of the consultation process.  TPOs are recorded on local authority registers, and this helps build a vital picture of the various species of trees across the country.
How can I find out which local trees are already protected by TPOs? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dorset Council doesn’t currently publish TPO details and so if you are unsure whether a TPO already exists, contact treeteamb@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 01258 484248   They can also advise whether issuing a TPO is appropriate.  

When a new planning proposal arises, your local authority should consider creating a TPO to secure protection for any important trees. But as there's no guarantee that your local authority will do so, you could also request a TPO yourself.
How to request a TPO
Go to Dorset Council website: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/countryside-management/tree-management/tree-preservation-orders/tree-preservation-orders-west-dorset.aspx where you will be asked to complete an online form.   Requests must include a map showing the location of the tree or trees that you wish to be protected, the tree species, and the reason for your request. 

If you need help with identifying the species, see the Woodland Trust’s Tree ID app .
It's important to highlight both the visual amenity and documented records of wildlife your tree supports. If any tree is or has been home to a bat colony, you may find it useful to read the Bat Conservation Trust briefing -  https://cdn.bats.org.uk/pdf/Bats-Trees.pdf? . If trees are facing an immediate threat, you may want to stress that the proposed timescale of works will interfere with hibernation and food sources at a time of greatest need. 

For further information on this or any other environment-related matter, please contact the Cheselbourne Climate Action Group:  cheselbournecag@gmail.com or tel 07855 147700.

